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CHAPTER 1  INTRODUCTION 
About the Program  

SuperLog generates boring log and test pit reports for 
field drilling and geotechnical investigations. It saves 
countless hours spent preparing and retrieving boring 
logs. This benefit can begin immediately since the 
program is extremely easy to learn and use. With a 
laptop computer you can even enter in the data during 
the actual drilling.  

Advanced capabilities include rapid input, e.g., typing 
"f to m sa" will pop out "fine to medium sand." The user can personalize the 
abbreviation list. Automatic depth generation, boilerplate, and spell check make the 
input fast and enjoyable.  

The program offers many templates for outputting log information. Users can design 
their own templates or modify any of the templates included with the program. 
CivilTech will also customize templates for you at a reasonable fee. You can fax us the 
format you desire and we will design it for you. 

The program license is for one user on a single computer only.  

Features 
• Supports multiple borings and multiple pages  
• Uses graphical symbols and patterns  
• Handles English and metric units  
• Provides a graphical interface and instant preview  
• Logs piezometers/monitoring wells  
• Shows dual patterns and USCS symbols  
• Incorporates boilerplate to reduce repetitive typing  
• Produces high quality output with laser fonts  
• Has unlimited user-editable templates  
• Spell checks  

 

About the Company 

The software was developed by CivilTech Software, a subsidiary of CivilTech 
Corporation. CivilTech Software employs engineers with experience in structural, 
geotechnical, and software engineering. These engineers have many years of experience 
in design and analysis in these fields as well as in special studies including seismic 
analysis, soil-structure interaction, and finite element analysis. CivilTech has developed 
a series of engineering programs that are efficient, easy to learn, engineering oriented, 
practical, and accurate.  CivilTech Software programs include PlanTrack, TimeTrack, 
DailyReport, WinMarket, Shoring, Heave, Lpres, Epres, Upres, Tunnel, Buried 
Structures, All-Pile, SuperLog, Pinned Pile, and Lab Testing programs. These programs 
are widely used in the U.S. and around the world. For more information, visit our Web 
site at www.civiltech.com. 

   
Introdu
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CHAPTER 2  INSTALLATION AND REGISTRATION 
Installation 

Setup Insert the setup disk into floppy drive A: or B.   

In Windows 3.1, go to the [FILE] menu and select [RUN]. 

In Windows 95, 98, 2000, or NT press <START> and select [RUN]. 

Type:  A: setup or  B: setup 

Press <OK> and follow the directions on the screen. The installation 
program will automatically create a shortcut icon called “SuperLog” on 
your Windows desktop and a SuperLog folder. When you first start the 
program you will be in unregistered mode. To register the software, see 
the instructions in the Registration Section below. 
 

Configuration The software configuration uses your existing Windows settings. 
However, you can change your configuration later in Windows. (Consult 
your Windows manual for instructions.) The recommended resolution is 
higher than 800 x 600. 
 

Starting the Program Double click the shortcut icon called “SuperLog” on your Windows 
desktop or from <START> select [Programs/Superlog]. 
 

Quit Program Press [Exit] from the [File] menu. 

 

Registration 
You will need to register your copy of this 
software to use its full capabilities. When you 
first start the program, the Registration Panel 
will appear (Figure 2-1.) If you do not register 
at this time you can always open this window 
which is located under the [HELP] menu as the 
option [REGISTER]. After your registration 
has been accepted, this window will disappear. 

The program will find the CPU ID number of 
your computer and indicate it at the top of the 
registration panel. You may provide this number to 
CivilTech by telephone, email, or fax. In return, you will be given a registration code to 
enter into the panel, along with your user name and company name. Click Register to 
close the program. Re-open it and you will have full program capabilities. You will need 
to have one license for each computer running the program. Additional licenses may be 
obtained at discounted rates. If further information is desired, please contact CivilTech. 

Figure 2-1 Registration Panel 
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Changing Firm Name or User Data 
You can change the Firm Name and User Data that the program has been registered to. 
Please bear in mind that if the registered user or firm changes, you should contact us to 
re-register it under the name. This will allow you to still be eligible for upgrades and 
support. 

To change the registered Firm Name and User Data, click on <Help> on the upper menu 
bar and then <Register> to open up the registration window. Enter in the new name 
(user or firm) with the current registration code. (If your old code does not work any 
more, contact us for a new one). You will need to quit and restart the program.  

For instructions on changing the logo and company name in the log reports, please refer 
to Chapter 6. 

Terminology 
Log A log representing a boring, test pit, or well. 

Log File A file containing several logs. The log file has the extension 
“.log”. 

Template Also called a form. This is the format associated with the 
log. The program can handle an unlimited number of 
templates and provides a template design utility. A log file 
can only have one template. You can change the template 
after the log file has been created. 

Template File A file containing a template. A template file has the 
extension “.fom”. 

Report A printed graphical report of the logs. One report may have 
multiple pages. 

Current Log File The log file you are currently working on. 

Current Log A log file may have many logs. The one you are currently 
editing is called the current log. 

Current Template The template used by the current log file (in data input 
mode).  

Default Template You can save the template you use most often as the default 
template. When you create a new log, the program will use 
the default template on the new log file (and if you change 
your mind, you can always change the template later.) See 
Chapter 6 for instructions. 
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Files and File Locations 
The SuperLog default folder is “C:/Superlog”. You can also install the program in the 
folder of your choice during installation, such as “D:/engineer/SuperLog”. This folder 
contains major executive files, a dictionary, and template files. 

The template files have the extension “.fom”. Typical file names are “F1. fom”, 
“Default.fom”, etc. The template files are located in the same folder as the other 
program files. 

The log files are the files containing the data for the boring logs and the project. They 
have the extension “.log”. In the initial installation, the sample log files are installed in a 
sub folder named “project”. The typical location is “C:/Superlog/project/”. The user may 
save the log files into a different folder such as “/project2/”, “/logfile/”, etc. The user can 
set these folders as a default folder so that when the program is opened, the default 
folder is the first choice. To set a folder as default, click “File” on the main menu bar 
and select “Save Path as Default”. 

There are three EXE programs in the program package: 

SuperLog.EXE  The main program to generate log reports. The design 
utility is also inside. 

ViewDemo.EXE  A program demonstrating all attached templates. 

View.EXE   A royalty-free viewing utility to view the saved report (see 
 “All Logs Report” in Chapter 5). 

FAQs 
Q: Can I change templates after a log is created? 

A:  Yes. Click “Tools” then “Change Template”. However, the new template may 
not have the same data structures as the previous one. Some adjustments may be 
necessary. 

Q: Can I have different templates for each log in the same project? 
A:  Only one template per log file is allowed. You can create two log files for one 
project, each having its own template. Or you can change the template for a single 
log, print it, and then change the format back again. 

Q: Does the program support a graphical format for the test data? 
A:  Yes. In the Template Design area, you can specify whether the test data will be 
presented graphically. You also need to set the lower limit and upper limit of the test 
data. For example, SPT or Moisture Contents can be presented with graphics. 

Q: Does the program support monitoring wells? 
A:  Yes. See the Well section. 

Q: How do I start a new line in the Description? 
A:  Entering a tilde (~) between two letters moves the next letter to a new line. 
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CHAPTER 3  DATA INPUT 
 

The following sections describe how to enter data into the program, page by page. 

Cover Page 
The cover page (Figure 3 – 1) can be accessed after launching the program by clicking 
“File/New” on the toolbar. 

 
[Open File]  Opens an existing log file. 

[Create New]  Creates a new log file. 

Total Logs  Enters the number of logs for the new log file. You can 
always add or duplicate new logs to existing files later. 

[Template] You can either use the default template or change to a 
different template. Press this button to open a dialog box 
that allows you to select a pre-designed template file. After 
selecting a template, press [Create New]. 

Note: Each template is presented in a template file; the name of the current template 
file selected is shown beside the [Template] button. 
 

 

Figure 3-1 Cover Page 

Total number of logs 

Current template file  
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Input Page 1 – General  
The first, or “General,” input page is divided into halves. The left half pertains to the 
project and file information, and the right half contains log information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Log File: The path and file name of the log file. The file name also shows in the 
top left corner of the screen. 
Template: The template associated with the log file. 
 

Project Information 
The Project Information fields contain the general information about the project, which 
shows on every log report.  

If a period (.) is present before the title name in the left column, the information in the 
right column will not be shown on the report. 

Total Log List 
This table is a non-editable list of the individual logs in the log file. (It cannot be edited 
directly, as the information is input from other places.) 

No. Log number 

Name Log name 

Depth Borehole depth in feet or meters 

Right half = 
log information 

Left half = 
project information 

File name 

Tip: Typing 
a period (.) 
before text 
will prevent 
the text from 
showing in 
the report. 

Figure 3-2  Page 1, General 
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Scale Scale index number 

Page Page starting number of the current log 
 

Current Log Data 
Current log data pertain to the current individual log. 

Hole Depth  The maximum depth of the hole  

GWT1 Depth of the groundwater table encountered during drilling 
and encountered date.  If this box is blank, a text, “GWT 
not encountered” is presented in water column.  If “–1” is 
inputted, the text will not presented. 

GWT2 Second water table measurement, e.g., several days after 
Drilling and date of measurement. 

Scale The vertical scale used in the log report 

Page Number  The beginning page number of the log 

X (sta.) X coordinate or station of the log location 

Y (off.) Y coordinate or offset of the log location 

Z (elev.) Elevation of the top of the boring hole  

Drawing If the template has a drawing, you can open and attach it to 
the log. 

Draw Create or edit drawings 

Current Log Information 
If a period (.) is inserted before the title name, the text will not be shown in the report. 

Memo of Current Log 
The memo field is for reference only and will not show in the report unless the current 
template has a “Remarks” field for this purpose (see Template 16). 

Water Table Date 
The date of ground water measurement can be input and presented in the report. The 
input is on the Page 1, General Page. If there is no date to input, leave the input box 
blank. 

 

The default setting is showing the date above the water symbol in the report. You can 
also rotate the date 90 degrees. To set this option, open the Template Design Screen 
(Tools/Design Template), then in the Design Page 1, Main Table -3, set the <Style> 
property in <Water> row = 1 as shown in Figure 3. The default setting is 0 

Page Number Options 
There are two options for page numbering. 
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1. The default option has the pages numbered sequentially in each log. If the first log has 3 pages, the 
number of each page is Page 1, Page 2, and Page3. 

 

2. The other option is to number all the pages in a log with the same page number. If the first log has 
three pages, each page will be numbered Page 1. The second log has all page numbers Page 2. To set 
this option, open the Template Design Screen (Tools/Design Template), then in the Design Page 1, 
Main Table-3, set the <Line/w> property in <Page No.> row = 1 as shown in Figure 3. The default 
setting is 0 for the option 2. 

 

Input Page 2 – Sample Table 
This page is for inputting sample information. Depending on the template you choose, 
the items in this example may be different from the template you view. However, the 
following information is provided on a typical template. 

 
 

Depth The depth of the sample top. The Auto Sample Panel can be opened 
by double-clicking on this column. See Figure 4-3. 

Figure 3-3  Page 2, Sample 

Double 
click this 
column to 
open Auto 
Sample 
Panel 
(Figure 4-
3). 

Double click this column 
to open Sample Type 
Table (Figure 4-4). 

Double click this 
column to open Speed 
Tables (Figure 4-8). 
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Type The sample type, e.g., SPT sample, bag sample, etc. Double click on 
this column to open Sample Type Table (Figure 4-4). 

Height The sample height in feet or meters 
SPT The SPT reading.  “12”, “6/15”, “3,4,5” are typical inputs.  “5-2-3” 

will split the data vertically on the report, if your template allows it. 
W%, Gamma The test results 
Remarks A text field with a maximum length of 100 letters. Double click on 

this field to open the Abbreviation and Boilerplate speed tables. 
These functions are available for this field. See Figure 4-8 

Input Page 3 – Lithology Table 
This input page presents the ground layer information. The items shown here may be 
different from what you see, depending on the template selected. 

 
 

Depth The depth of the soil layers and soil information. If the 
depth you input is greater than the hole depth in Input Page 
1, the program will add END as the pattern and add the 
ending description. 

Pattern The soil pattern for the layer. Double click this field to open 
the Soil Pattern Table. If a period (.) is present before the 
text, the text will not be shown in the report. 

Figure 3-4  Page 3, Lithology 

Double 
click on 
this 
column to 
open Soil 
Pattern 
Table 
(Figure 4-
5). 

Double click this 
column to open Speed 
Tables (Figure 4-8). 
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Description The description or comments at the selected depth. Use a 
tilde (~) to create a line break so that the text will move to a 
new line in the report. 

If you want to input information at a certain depth without changing the soil layer, you 
can leave the pattern of this row blank and only input the depth and description. 

 

Input Page 4 – Monitoring Well 
This page is for inputting well construction information. 

 
 

Fill Table 
Input fill of the hole: 

Depth Depth of top of fill (change of fill material). 
Pattern Fill Pattern. Double click to open Fill Pattern Table (Figure 

4–7). 
Description Description of fill. 

This table works the same way as the Lithology Table. Type “END” at the bottom of the 
well hole. The description will or will not be shown depending on which template you 
selected. 

Pipe Table 
Input pipe information: 

Depth Depth of well cap (the first row) and depth of pipe type end 
(rows 2 to 4) 

Type Type of well cap and pipe type. 

Figure 3-5  Page 4, Monitoring Well 

Double click this 
column to open 
Fill Pattern Table 
(Figure 4-7). 

Highlight a row, and then select a 
type 
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Description Text description of cap and pipe. 

• The first row is for the well cap. You can select from C1 to C4 based on the Pipe 
Type Table.  

• The next 3 rows are for pipe type. You can select from P1 to P8 based on the Pipe 
Type Table  

• The pipe span starts from the depth of the previous row to the depth of the current 
row.  Note: Rows 2 to 4 show the pipe type end. It is the end of the pipe type 
specified in the second column of the same row. 

Use the Pipe Type Table to select pipe type.  

• Select a type from C1 to C4 for the well cap. It must be imported in the first row of 
the Pipe Table. 

• Select a type from P1 to P8 for the pipe type. It must be imported to the 2nd to 4th 
rows of the Pipe Table. You can highlight the row in the Pipe Table then click the 
pipe type from the Pipe Type Table. The selected pipe type goes to the Pipe Table. 
The row should be highlighted before clicking the pipe type. 

Tips for Data Input 
There are two modes of inputting data into a table: 

Overwrite Mode – When you click on a cell or use the arrow keys to move the cursor to 
a cell, all the text in the cell will be automatically highlighted. Simply begin typing and 
all the text will be overwritten. This is a default mode. Press F2 to change to Edit Mode. 

Edit Mode – By pressing the F2 key or using the Enter key to move the cursor down, the 
cursor will automatically go to the end of the existing text. Any new typing will follow 
the existing text. 

Inputting data into a table cell is easy. The following tips may also help: 

1. If the cell is not empty, new typing will overwrite the existing text unless you press 
F2. Pressing F2 will move the cursor to the end of the existing text. Then the text 
you type will be added to the end of the existing text. 

2. Clicking a cell twice will open a table if the cell is associated with a table. 

3. Abbreviation typing is available in the Remark Column (Input Page 2 – Sample), 
and the Description Column (Input Page 3 – Lithology). For example, if you type “f 
to m sa” and press the enter key, the text will read “fine to medium sand”. You can 
create your own abbreviations on the Abbreviation Table. 

4. You can add common phrases into the Boilerplate and reuse them later. This is 
available by double clicking on the Remarks column (Input Page 2 – Sample) and 
the Description/Text column (Input Page 3 – Lithology). 

5. Copy Text – Use the mouse to click the cell you wish to copy. The text in the cell 
will be highlighted. Then, press the right mouse button and select “copy” from the 
edit panel. See Figure 3-6. 

6. Paste Text – Move the mouse to the desired cell and press the right mouse button 
again. Select “paste” from the edit panel. 
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Options Panel 
From the pull-down menu, Tools/Options, the Options  panel can be opened. Three items can be changed 
by users: 

 

1. Method for opening the pop-up reference tables for Symbol, Pattern, and Abbreviation. 
Choose a mouse operation or the function key. 

2. Descriptions on multiple pages. If a log splits into several pages and one soil type also splits into 
two pages, the descriptions of the soil type will appear on the subsequent page. If you do not want 
the descriptions to appear on the subsequent page, you can turn the function off. 

3. Show vertical text. You can turn off the page border and the vertical text on the left side of the 
page. It is useful if you want to copy the graphical report to other Windows programs or save it to a 
metafile.  

 

Figure 3-6  Use Right Mouse Click to Cut/Copy/Paste Text

Figure 3-7  Options 
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CHAPTER 4  MENUS, TOOLBARS, AND 
TABLES 

The Main Menu 
Each item in the main menu has a pull-down menu. 

File 
Contains file-handling operations. 

New    Create a new log file. 

Open    Open an existing log file. 

Save    Save the current log file. 

Save As   Save the current log file as a new name. 

Save Path as Default Save the path of the current log file as the default 
path so that you can go to the directory directly 
when the program opens. 

Exit    Exit the program. 

Log 
Contains log-handling operations. 

Go to first log  Move to the first log. 

Go to last log  Move to the last log. 

Add new blank log Adds a new blank log at the end. 

Add duplicate log Adds a new log at the end that is the same as the current 
log. 

Delete last log Deletes the last log. Only the last log is deletable. 

Figure 4-1  The Log Pull-Down Menu 

Figure 3-7  Option Panel 
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Edit 
Operations for editing text.   

Copy row  Copies the current row. 

Paste row  Pastes the copied row into the current row.  

Note: the depth value is not  pasted. 

Insert row  Makes a new row above the one selected. 

Delete row  Deletes the current row and shifts subsequent rows up. 

Clear column  Clears all data in the current column. 

Tools 
Tools for spelling, rapid data entry, and template. 

Auto Sample Panel Opens the Auto Sample Panel. 

Spell Check  Checks the spelling of the input data. 

Change Template Changes the current template. 

Design Template Opens the template design utility. 

Table 
Tables for rapid input. Each can also be accessed by double -clicking on the related 
column. 

Sample Type Table Opens the table for Sample Type input. 

Soil Pattern Table Opens the table for Soil Pattern input. 

Abbreviation and  
Boiler Tables  Opens the Abbreviation and Boilerplate. 

Well Table  Opens the Fill Pattern Table for well input. 

Output 
Options for previewing and printing. 

View/Print Current Log Preview or print the report of the current log only. 

Output    Preview and print reports of multiple logs. 

Print Setup   Set up the printer. 

Help 
Help and Registration 

Contents  Opens contents of help menu. 

Search for Help on Opens index of help menu. 

How to Use Help  Opens Windows help for help menu. 

Registration  Opens registration panel. 
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The Toolbar 

 

 

 
The toolbar is located below the main menu. The buttons are from left to right. 

1. Create a new log file. 

2. Open an existing log file. 

3. Save the current log file. 

4. Exit program. 

5. Jump to the first log. 

6. Go to the previous log. 

7. The current log and the total number of logs. 

8. Go to the next log. 

9. Jump to the last log. 

10. Add a blank log at the end. 

11. Add a duplicate log at the end. 

12. Current log name – it changes to print information during a print session. 

13. Copy row of a table. 

14. Paste row of a table. 

15. Open Auto Sample Panel. 

16. Spell check. 

17. Preview and print the current log. 

18. Preview and print multiple logs. 

Figure 4-2 The Toolbar 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Current Log Number Total Logs in the Log File 
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 Auto Sample Panel 
This panel automatically generates depths for all samples. (You can also change them 
later.) This panel only works with the Input Page 2 – Sample (Figure 3 – 3). It can be 
opened by double-clicking the Depth column on the Sample Table. 

 

 

Depth of First Sample The depth of the first sample of the hole. 

Interval    The spacing between each sample in feet or metes. 

Type    The general sample type from Sample Type Table (Figure 
4-4). 

Height    The general sample height in feet or meters. This is also a 
default sample height if there is no height input in the 
Sample Table (defined in the template). 

Figure 4-3 Automatic Sample Panel 

Double click to 
open 
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Click to 
select and 
close table  

Click to select 
and close table

Press to edit 
sample types

Sample Type Table 
This panel only works with the Input Page 2 – Sample (Figure 3-3). It can be opened by 
double-clicking the Type column. 
 
 
 

Selection  You can either select a symbol on the left side of the table or text on the 
right side. The table will close and the symbol name will import 
automatically into the Type column on Input Page 2 - Sample. 

Edit  The symbol name and description can be edited. Press the [EDIT] 
button to change to edit mode. In edit mode, the [EDIT] button changes 
to [SAVE].  

Save  After editing, you should press [SAVE] to save your work. This turns 
off editing mode. 

Close   Select [CLOSE] to close the table without selecting a sample type. 

Note: A total of 30 symbols are available for your selection. You can define the name 
and text for each symbol based on the standard of your firm. The name of symbol should 
be easy to remember so that you can directly type in the cell without selecting from the 
table. 

Figure 4-4  Sample Type Table 
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Soil Pattern Table 
This table only works with Input Page 3 - Lithology. It can be opened by double clicking 
on the Pattern column (Figure 3-4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Selection   User can either select a pattern on the left side of the table or 

select text from the right side. The table will automatically close 
and the pattern will be imported into the pattern column (Input 
Page 3 - Lithology). If there is already a pattern in the same row 
of the column, a Dual Patterns Panel will open (Figure 4-6). 

Edit   The pattern name and text can be edited. You can press [EDIT] to 
change to editing mode, so you can edit the text. 

Save    After editing, press [SAVE] to save your work and close editing 
mode.  

Close   Close the table without selection. 

Copy Description When the Copy Description box is checked, the description of the 
pattern will be imported into the Description column (Input Page 
3 - Lithology, Figure 3-4). 

Note 1: A total of 40 patterns are available for your selection. You can set the name 
and text for each pattern. 

Note 2: Dual patterns are listed on the third column of the Soil Pattern text table. Dual 
patterns also can be created through the Dual Patterns Panel (Figure 4-6). 

Check to export 
the description 

Press to edit 
pattern 

Click to select 
pattern and 
close table. 

Click to select 
pattern and 
close table. 

Figure 4-5  Soil Pattern Table 
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Dual Patterns Panel 
This panel will open if you select a pattern from the Soil Pattern Table (Figure 4-5) and 
a pattern already exists in the row of the Pattern column (Figure 3-4) that you specified. 
You can use the panel to decide whether you should: 

• Keep the existing pattern. 

• Overwrite the existing pattern with the new one. 

• Add the new one to the existing one using the dual pattern method. 

 
 

 
Test Data Greater than Maximum Limits 

 

If a template uses the graphical test data (see Example files 12, 16, 20, and 24), the test 
data show in graphical symbols in a chart. If data are greater than the maximum limits of 
the chart, a “+” will appear on the top of the symbol. 

User Defined Symbols and Patterns 
The program has default symbol and pattern tables. If you want to use different symbols 
and patterns, follow the steps below: 

 

1.  Modify the pattern and symbol files 
In the folder, SUPERLOG/KEY, a group of files can be found named “0.bmp” to 
“39.bmp” (soil patterns) and “R0.bmp” to “R29.bmp” (sample symbols). You can open 

Figure 4-6  Dual Patterns Panel 

Select one 
to close  
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these files using Windows’ Paint program. You can edit or modify these files, then save 
them under new file names.  

2.  Import the pattern and symbol files 
After editing and saving the files, you must import the files into the program. From the 
pull-down menu, Table/Soil Pattern Table, open the Soil Pattern table. Select “Import 
Pattern Files”, and the files will be imported. 
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Fill Pattern Table 
This table only works with Input Page 4 - Well (Figure 3-5). It can be opened by double -
clicking the Pattern column in the Fill Table on Input Page 4.   

Selection Select a pattern by clicking a pattern on the left side of the 
table, or selecting a text row on the right side. The selection 
will go to the Pattern column of Fill Table on Input Page 4 - 
Well (Figure 3-5). 

Edit The Pattern name and Description can be edited by pressing 
[EDIT], which will open editing mode. 

Save  Save your editing by pressing [SAVE], which will close 
editing mode. 

Close Close the table without selecting a pattern. 

Copy Description Copy the description to the Description column on the Fill 
Table Input Page 4 - Well (Figure 3-5). 

 

 
Figure 4-7  Fill Pattern Table 

Click to select 
pattern and 
close table  

Check to export 
the Description 

Press to edit 
patterns 
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Abbreviation and Boiler Tables (Speed Tables) 
The Abbreviation and Boilerplate work with the Remarks column on Input Page 2 - 
Sample (Figure 3-3) and the Description column on Input Page 3 - Lithology (Figure 3-
4). Double-click on those columns to open the “speed tables.” 

Boilerplate – Clicking a row exports the text on this row. If you want to add new text to 
the boilerplate from the input table, you should copy the desired text on the input table, 
and then press [EDIT] on the speed tables. Place the cursor in the row you want to paste 
to and press [COPY TO BOILER]. 

Abbreviation Table  – To edit abbreviations, press [EDIT] to open editing mode. When 
you are done, click [SAVE]. In the input field you merely type the abbreviation and 
press the enter key. The abbreviation will be replaced with the word or phrase specified 
in the Replacement column on the speed table. 
 
 

Figure 4-8 Abbreviation Table 

You can input the often-used text 
here for reuse. Click to export it. 

Press [Edit] to edit the text. Press 
[Save] to save the text. 

Press [Edit] then 
press this button to 
add text to Boiler. 



 

           CivilTech Software  Page  23  

CHAPTER 5  VIEW AND PRINT REPORT 
Pressing the View button on the toolbar will open a Preview and Print screen, similar to 
Figure 5-1. (If the log has multiple pages, you can jump to different pages using the page 
shift buttons.) You can print the current log only, or an All Logs report. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Pressing the Print button on the toolbar will open a Preview and Print panel (Figure 5-2). 

Figure 5-1  Preview and Print Screen 

Print Zoom Page Shift 

Close 
Preview 

Figure 5-2  Print and View Panel 
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Log selection: 

Current Log Prints or views the current log only. 

Logs from _ to _ Selects the logs you want to print or view. The program 
automatically enters the first and last log numbers.  

All Logs Prints or views all the logs. 

Operation buttons: 

Print Sends selections to the printer. 

View Opens the Preview and Print screen (Figure 5-1) for the 
selected logs.  

File Saves the report as a report file “view.vie” instead of 
printing to a hard copy. This file can be viewed and printed 
by the VIEW.EXE program which is included in the 
program disk and installed in the same folder as the 
program. The VIEW.EXE file is royalty free. You can send 
the “view.vie” file along with the VIEW.EXE to anyone via 
e-mail so that the person can view and print the log report. 
Note:  The two files should be in the same folder and the 
file name cannot be changed. If VIEW.EXE cannot find the 
“view.vie” file, it will prompt you to find another file. 

Cancel Exit without printing or viewing. 

 
View and Print Utility 

A utility program called “VIEW.EXE” is included with SuperLog. The VIEW.EXE utility 
is royalty free. You can send the “view.vie” file along with the VIEW.EXE to a client or 
colleague via disk or e-mail so that the person can view and print the log report. It can be 
integrated into your database or GIS system and executed by a command line as follows: 

View   xxxx.vie  
(xxxx.vie would be the name of the report file created in Figure 5-2.) If the report file is 
not specified in the command line, the program looks for “view.vie.” If “view.vie” cannot 
be found, it will prompt you to find another file. The command line can be put in program 
source code, a macro, or the execute line of your database (e.g., Access). 
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CHAPTER 6  TEMPLATE DESIGN  
Each log file requires a template to attach to it so that the report can have a particular 
format. The template is saved in a file. When the user creates a new log file, he or she 
can select one of many standardized template files or create a custom template. The 
custom template can be based on existing templates or created from scratch. The 
Template Design screen can be opened from the main menu by [Tools/Design 
Template]. 

Note 1: If you are using an existing template, you only need to change the logo and company 
name. You should go directly to Design Page 3 (Fig. 6-4). After making your changes, 
you can save the template as the Default template. 

Note 2: The current template in the Template Design screen may not be the same as the 
template in the current log in the Input screen. Make sure you check the template file 
name at the top of the Template Design screen, Page 1 (see Figure 6-1). 

Note 3: No programming skills are necessary to design your own template. It does, however, 
require patience and practice of the procedures described in this chapter. Generally, it 
will take 1 to 5 hours to design a new template. It is much easier to modify an existing 
template rather than start a new one. CivilTech staff will gladly design a template for 
you for a reasonable fee, saving you time and money. Please contact us for a quote on 
your specific needs. 

The Main Menu 
The main menu bar for Template Design pages have [File], [Edit], and [View] pull-
down menus at the top similar to the main menu on the data input pages (Chapter 3). 
The [File] pull-down menu has the following items: 

New Template  Clear the table and create a new template file. 
Open Template  Open an existing template file. 
Save Template  Save the current design template. 
Save As   Save the template file under a different name. 
As Default   Save the template as the default template. The default 

template is the one that will load automatically when the 
user opens the program. 

As Current/Close  Load the template as the current template for the current 
log in the Log data input screen (Figure 3-2) and close the 
Template Design screen (Figure 6-1). 

The Toolbar 
The Template Design screen toolbar includes the following items: 

Open   Open an existing template file. 
Save   Save the current template on the design screen. 
Close   Close Template Design screen (Figure 6-1) and go back to the 

Log input screen (Figure 3-2). 
View   Preview and print the template (Figure 6-5). 
Template Name The path and name of the current template in the Design Screen 

(Figure 6-1). 
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Design Page 1 
The Template Design screen has three pages. Page 1 has three tables. Project Table 1 is 
for project information, Log Table 2 is for log information, and Main Table 3 is for 
sample information and page format. Each table is described below. 

 

 
Project Table - 1 

As shown in Figure 6-1, the items in this table correspond to the input items in the left 
half of Log Data Input Page 1 - General (see Chapter 3, Figure 3-2). 

Title     title of item, if a period (.) is in front of the text, the title 
will not show in report. 

X    x-coordinate of item 
Y    y-coordinate of item 
Align 

L   left alignment 
C   center alignment 
R   right alignment 
<blank>   item not shown 

Style  
0  normal fonts 
1  italic fonts 
2  italic and bold fonts 
3  bold fonts 

Size   font size (points) 

Figure 6-1  Design Screen 

Template 
file name 

Do not change 
the items in the 
first column of 
this table. 
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Log Table - 2 
As shown in Figure 6-1, the items in this table correspond to the input items on the right 
half of Log Input Page 1 – General (Chapter 3).  

Title     title of item, if a period (.) is in front of the text, the text 
will not show in the report. 

X     x-coordinate of the title  
Y     y-coordinate of the title  
Align  

L    left alignment 
C    center alignment 
R    right alignment 
V    vertical spread 
<blank>   item not shown 

Style  
0    normal fonts 
1    italic fonts 
2    italic and bold fonts 
3    bold fonts 

Size     font size (points) 

Main Table - 3 
This is a major table for the items input on Log Input Pages 2 and 3 (Chapter 3). Each 
item in this table should be in a specific row (location). Do not add or delete any 
items! Do not move any item to a different row. The title (name) of the items can be 
modified, but the meaning should be the same in that row. The valid column input for 
Main Table 3 is summarized in Table 6-1. 

The general meaning of each column is described below.   

Title  title of item 
X left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y width or y-coordinate of item 
Align   

L left alignment 
C center alignment 
R right alignment 
V vertical spread 
<blank> item not shown 

Line/W specifies type of border 
0 no border 
1 left side border 
2 both sides border 
3 right side border 

Style   
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 
4 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
5 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
6 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
7 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
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8 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
9 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
10 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
11 show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 

Size  font size (points) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Row Item X W/Y Align Line/W Style Size
1 No X Width L, C, R, <blank> 0-3 0-3 6-12
2 Type X Width L, <blank> 0-3 0 0
3 Height (Height) (Width) L,  <blank> 0 0 0
4 SPT X Width L, C, R, V, X,Y,Z

<blank>
0-253 0-10 6-12

5 Test1 X Width L, C, R, X,Y,Z
<blank>

0-253 0-10 6-12

6 Test2 X Width L, C, R, X,Y,Z
<blank>

0-253 0-10 6-12

7 Test3 X Width L, C, R, X,Y,Z
<blank>

0-253 0-10 6-12

8 Test4 X Width L, C, R, X,Y,Z
<blank>

0-253 0-10 6-12

9 Remarks X Width L,  <blank> 0-3 0-3 6-12
10 Pattern X Width L,  <blank> 0-3 0-3 0
11 USCS X Width L, C, R, V,

<blank>
0-3 0-3 6-12

12 Description X Width L, <blank> 0-3 0-3 6-12
13 Depth1 X  0-1 L, R,<blank> 0-1 0-3 6-12
14 Depth2 X  0-1 L, R ,<blank> 0-1 0-3 6-12
15 Elevation X  0-2 L, R,<blank> 0-1 0-3 6-12
16 Water1 X (Width) L, C, R,<blank> 0 0 0
17 Page No. X Y L, C, R,<blank> 0 0-3 6-12
18 Notes X Y L,<blank> Width 0-3 6-12
19 Well X (Width) V,B,R,L,N,<blank> 3-20 0-3 6-12
20 Drawing X Y L,<blank> Width (Height) 0-1

Table 6-1  Valid Input for Template Design Page 1, Main Table 3 
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The details of rows and columns are described below. Items 1 through 8 are for the 
Sample Table (see Chapter 3, Figure 3-3). Items 9 through 11 are for the Lithology 
Table (see Chapter 3, Figure 3-4). 

1. No.    Number of samples in Sample Table (Chapter 3) 
X    left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y   width of item 
Align 

L   left alignment 
C   center alignment 
R   right alignment 
<blank>  item not shown 

Line/W   specifies type of border 
0   no border 
1   left side border 
2   both sides  
3   right side border 

Style  
0   normal fonts 
1   italic fonts  
2   italic and bold fonts 
3   bold fonts 

Size   font size 
 

2. Type    Type of sample.  The sample height and width are 
defined in height row (see below). 

X    left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y   width of item 
Align  

L   left alignment 
C   center alignment 
R   right alignment 
<blank>  item not shown 

Line/W   specifies type of border 
0   no border 
1   left side border 
2   both sides  

 
3. Height   Height of samples 

X    default height of the sample. It will show in the Auto 
Sample Panel (Figure 4 – 3). 

W/Y   default width of the sample 
Align  

L   item shown 
<blank>  item not shown 

 
4. Sample   SPT data or test 
If item text of Row 4 is same as that of Row 2 (Type), then the text will be automatically 
becomes the same in Row 2 during input. 
 
5. Samp1e    Test, typical use for w%  
 
6. Samp1e    Test, typical use for gamma 
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7. Samp1e    Test, typical use for fine constant 
 
8. Test    Additional test if needed 

X    left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y    width of item 
Align   

L   left alignment 
C   center alignment 
R   right alignment 
V   vertical spread 
X   Test X 
Y   Test Y 
Z   Test Z 
<blank>   item not shown 

Line/W   a 3-digit number representing: 
 Digits in 100’s   Line connection between data points 

0   no line connection 
1   line connection between points at different depth 
2  line connection between two points at the same depth (One 

sample with two tests. The tests should be specified in 
Align as X and Y)  

Digits in 10’s   Fill pattern in the symbol 
0   no fill 
1   black solid fills  
2   fill with vertical and horizontal lines  
3   fill with vertical lines 
4   fill with cross lines 
5   fill with diagonal lines  

 Digit in 1’s   Border as other item 
0   no border 
1   left side border 
2   both sides  
3   right side border 

Style  
0   normal fonts 
1   italic fonts 
2   italic and bold fonts 
3   bold fonts 
4   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 
5   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 
6   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 
7   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 
8   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 
9   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 
10   if XYZ is in Align, show symbol from Figure 6-2 

Size  font or symbol size 
 
9. Remarks      Text with text wrap 

X    left x-coordinate of item 
W / Y    width of item 
Align   

L   left alignment 
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<blank>   item not shown 
 

Line/W specifies type of border 
0 no border 
1 left side border 
2 both sides  
3 right side border 

Style  
1 normal fonts 
2 italic fonts 
3 italic and bold fonts 
4 bold fonts 

Size  font size 
 
10. Pattern  Soil pattern (defined in USCS of Lithology Table Chapter 3, 

Figure 3-4) 
X  left x-coordinate of item 
W / Y  width of item 
Line / W specifies type of border 

0   no border 
1   left side border 
2   both sides  
3  right side border 

Align    
L   left alignment, line at layers for all Lith input (Rows 11,26,27) 
A left alignment, no line at layers for all Lith input (Rows 11,26,27) 
<blank> this item will not show on Lith Table 

 
11. Lith   USCS Text to define layer (Figure 3-4) 

If item text of Row 11 is same as that of Row 10 (Pattern), then the text will be automatically 
becomes the same in Row 10 during input. 

X  left x-coordinate of item 
W / Y  width of item 
Align   

L left alignment 
C center alignment 
R right alignment 
<blank>  item not shown 

Line / W specifies type of border 
0 no border 
1 left side border 
2 both sides  
3 right side border 

Style  
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size  
 
12. Description  Text with text wrap in Lithology Table (Figure 3-4) 

X  left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y  width of item 
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Align    
L   left alignment, line at layers for all Lith input (Rows 12) 
A left alignment, no line at layers for all Lith input (Rows 12) 
<blank> this item will not show on Lith Table 

 
 
<blank>  item not shown 

Line/W  specifies type of border 
0 no border 
1 left side border 
2 both sides  
3 right side border 

Style  
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size 
 

13. Depth (1)   Show depth scale on report 
X  x-coordinate of item 
W/Y   
 0 no depth number beside tick mark 

1 increasing depth number beside tick mark 
2 as 1, but not shows top number 
3 as 1, but not shows bottom number 
4 as 1, but not shows top and bottom number 

Align   
L tick marks to the left 
R tick marks to the right 
<blank>  item not shown 

Line/W  specifies type of line 
0 no line 
1 with line 

Style 
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size 
 

14. Depth (2)  Show additional depth scale on report 
X  x-coordinate of item 
W/Y   

0 no depth number beside tick mark 
1 increasing depth number beside tick mark 
2 as 1, but not shows top number 
3 as 1, but not shows bottom number 
4 as 1, but not shows top and bottom number 

Align   
L tick marks to the left 
R tick marks to the right 
<blank>  item not shown 
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Line/W   specifies type of line 
0  no line 
1  with line 

Style 
   0  normal fonts 

1  italic fonts 
2  italic and bold fonts 
3  bold fonts 

Size   font size  
 
 

15. Elevation  Show elevation scale 
X  x-coordinate of item 
W/Y   

0 no depth beside tick mark 
1 increasing depth beside tick mark 
2 decreasing depth beside tick mark 
3 as 2, but not shows top number 
4 as 2, but not shows bottom number 
5 as 2, but not shows top and bottom number 

Align   
L tick marks to the left 
R tick marks to the right 
<blank> item not shown 
 

Line/W  specifies type of line 
0 no line 
1 with line 

Style  
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size 
 

16. Water   Water tables 
X  x-coordinate of center of water table 
Align   

L left alignment 
C center alignment 
R right alignment 
<blank> item not shown 

Style  
0 horizontal date 
1 vertical date 
 

17. Page No   Show page number on report 
X  left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y   
Align   y-coordinate of item 

L left alignment 
C center alignment 
R right alignment 
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<blank> item not shown 
Style  

0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size  
 

18. Notes Shows a memo or note 
X  left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y  y-coordinate of item 
Align   

L left alignment 
<blank> item not shown 
 

Line/W width of notes block. Height is automatically defined by text 
length 

Style  
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size  
 

19. Well  Piezometer Well 
X  x-coordinate of item 
W/Y  width of item 
Align  description of well 

L well on the left side, text on the right 
R well on the right side, text on the left  
B text in both sides of well 
V vertical text in both sides of well 
N no text  
<blank> no well 

Line/W  ratio of total width/pipe width 
3 pipe is 1/3 of total width, no cup 
5 pipe is 1/5 of total width, with small cup 
>8 provide space for description of well and show large cup 

Style  
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 

Size  font size  
 

20. Drawing    Show a bitmap 
X  left x-coordinate of item 
W/Y  y-coordinate of item 
Align   

L left alignment, line at layers 
A left alignment, no line at layers 
<blank> item not shown 
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Line/W width of drawing. Height is automatically defined by drawing 
ratio. The drawing 

  file should have recommended ratio of 1:1.5. 
Style   0 height based on drawing ratio 
 >0 drawing height 
 
Size 0 No frame on drawing 
 1 Frame on drawing 
 

21-25. Samp1e  additional input for samples 
26-27. Lith   additional input for Lithology 

 

 

 

Graphical Symbols for Test Data 
Graphical symbols can be shown in the report. Symbols can be defined in Main Table 3 
on Page 1 of the Template Design screen (Figure 6-1), rows 4 through 7, as SPT, Test 1, 
Test 2, Test 3, and Test 4. In these rows, XYZ are specified in the Align Column and 
numbers 4 through 10 are defined in the Style Column. The style numbers have the 
following meanings:   

 
 
 

Note: The range of Test XYZ is defined in Template Design Page 3. 

Figure 6-2  Test Data Symbols 
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Design Page 2 
This page presents the fixed 
items such as line and text.  
(See Figure 6-3.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text Table 4 
This table allows you to insert miscellaneous text into your template. 

Title   enter the text you want your template to contain 
X   x-coordinate of the text  
Y   y-coordinate of the text  
Align    

L   left 
C   center 
R   right 

   
If symbol is specified in Style then the following data apply: 

0 no fill 
1 black solid fill and horizontal 
2 fill with vertical lines 
3 fill with vertical lines 
4 fill with cross lines 
5 fill with diagonal lines 

Style    
0 normal fonts 
1 italic fonts 
2 italic and bold fonts 
3 bold fonts 
4 – 9       show symbol, see symbol list in Figure 6-2 
11 water symbol 1 
12 water symbol 2 

   13-33    sample symbol in Figure 4-4. 
Size   font or symbol size 
 

Figure 6-3  Design Screen, Page 2 
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Line Table 5 
This table allows you to draw lines on your template. 

 
X1   x-coordinate of line’s initial point 
X2   x-coordinate of line’s end point 
Y1   y-coordinate of line’s initial point 
Y2   y-coordinate of line’s end point 
Thick   thickness of line 

 

Design Page 3  
Figure 6-4 shows Template Design Page 3. Each section is described below. 
 

 

Figure 6-4  Template Design Screen, Page 3 
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Rectangle Table 6 
This table formats the rectangular box bordering the log report. 

X1   x-coordinate of upper left corner of rectangle  
X2   x-coordinate of lower right corner of rectangle  
Y1   y-coordinate of upper left corner of rectangle  
Y2   y-coordinate of lower right corner of rectangle  
Thick   thickness of line 

 

Bitmap Table 7 
This table helps you to load up to 4 bitmap files for company logos.  The files must in 
bmp, emf, or wmf format.  Double click a raw to open a bmp file.  The file path and file 
name will be loaded in the table.  You must have the file in a short name and easy path.  
A long path or long file name will be truncated.  In the X, Y columns type the location 
of the up right corner of the logo.  W, and H are for the height and width of the logo. 

Page Layout Items 
Template Top and  
Left Margin  The x and y-coordinates of the upper-left corner of 

the template. 

Log Top (Y0) The y-coordinate on the paper, where the log drawing 
starts. 

Log Length Define the length of the log.  Input 6 or 7 (inches) 

Y bottom (Ybot) The y-coordinate on the paper, where the log drawing 
ends. (Ybot is automatically set and is not 
changeable.) 

General Font Specifies the font you wish to use in your template. 
The button next to it allows you to change the font 
settings. 

Units Allows you to control which units you’d like to use. 
English   Check to use English units (e.g., feet) 
Metric/S.I.   Check to use Metric units (e.g., meters) 

Company Title and Logo 
Company Title  Allows you to specify the location of your company 

title and logo on the template. Type your company 
name in the text field. You may change font settings 
by clicking the font button below it. 

Company Title Top, Left Enter the x and y-coordinates where you want the 
company title to appear on the template. 

Logo File Path The path where your logo file is located, or browse 
and search for it by clicking the […] button. The logo 
file can be in BMP, or WMF format. 

Logo Top, Left,  
Height, Width The x-coordinate, y-coordinate, height, and width of 

the logo 
Show Logo (checkbox) Check the box if you wish to show the logo 
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Default Log End Text 
The text entered here will be automatically entered at the bottom of the bore hole when the 
depth entered in the Lithology Table (Figure 3-4) equals or is larger than the hole depth 
specified in Log data Input Page 1 (Figure 3-1). Typical text would be “boring completed at 
depth of…”  If you do not want any text to be added, leave it blank. 

Graphical Range 
If graphical test presentation is specified in Main Table 3 on Template Design Page 1 (Figure 6-
1) for SPT and Tests (Rows 4 to 7 in Main Table 3), and the X, Y, Z are specified in the Align 
column of Main Table 3, the corresponding test limits (see below) should be input: 

Test1 X Upper and lower limits of the test data specified for test X 
Test1 Y Upper and lower limits of the test data specified for test Y 
Test1 Z Upper and lower limits of the test data specified for test Z 

 
Preview Screen 

The Design Template can be previewed and printed through the Preview Screen as 
shown in Figure 6-5. This screen has the same functions described for the log Preview 
screen in Chapter 5 (Figure 5-1). 

 

 Figure 6-5  Preview Screen 



 

           CivilTech Software  Page  40  

APPENDIX A PRE-DESIGNED TEMPLATES 
AND FILES 

 

Many pre-designed templates with files are included on the program disk. They are all 
installed in the same folder as the program files. Users can freely modify these templates 
to meet their requirements. Chapter 6 describes how to modify or design a template.    

Remember that CivilTech’s professionals can save you time and money by customizing 
a template for you at a reasonable fee. Please contact us for a quote regarding your 
specific requirements. 

 
 

APPENDIX B KEY PAGES AND SYMBOL FILES 
 

Pages with keys to the log reports are included in the program disk (Plate B-1 and Plate 
B-2). The pages are included as both a Microsoft Word file (“key.doc”) and a Microsoft 
PowerPoint file (“key.ppt”). Users can modify these pages to meet their requirements. 
The two files are in the subfolder “/key/”. 

For your convenience in inserting the symbols and patterns on the key pages, the files of 
all the symbols and patterns are also included in the program package. All the bitmap 
files are zipped in a self-expandable file called “bmp_self.exe”, located in the “/key/” 
subfolder. Double click on it and it will expand into many small bitmap files.   

 


